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FACT SHEET

Changing the Course of HIV/AIDS, 1 Black Life at a Time!

Did you know? ...

When we look at HIV/AIDS by race and ethnicity, Blacks have more illness (Blacks represent only
12% of the U.S. population, yet account for 45% of new HIV infections and 46% of people living with
HIV disease in 2006); and more deaths (Blacks accounted for 57% of deaths due to HIV in 2007 and
the survival time after an AIDS diagnosis is lower on average than it is for most other racial/ethnic
groups). In 2009, Blacks accounted for 44% of all new HIV infections.

The AIDS diagnosis rate per 100,000 among Black adults/adolescents was 9 times that of whites in
2008. The AIDS diagnosis rate for Black men (85.5) was the highest of any group, followed by Black
women (39.9). By comparison, the rate among white men was 10. The rate of new infections is also
highest among Blacks and was 7 times greater than the rate among whites in 2006.

Among the U.S. population overall, Blacks are more likely than whites to report having been tested for
HIV in the last 12 months (40% compared to 14%). Among those who are HIV positive, CDC data
indicate that 33% of Blacks were tested for HIV late in their illness—that is, diagnosed with AIDS within
one year of testing positive for HIV (in those states/areas with HIV name reporting); by comparison,
30% of whites and 36% of Latinos were tested late.

In 2009, an estimated 16,741 Blacks were diagnosed with AIDS diagnosis in the US, a number that has
slowly decreased since 2006. By the end of 2008, an estimated 240,627 Blacks with an AIDS
diagnosis had died in the US. In 2007, HIV was the ninth leading cause of death for all Blacks and the
third leading cause of death for both Black men and Black women aged 35-44.

The number of new HIV infections per year among Blacks is down from its peak in the late 1980s, but
has exceeded the number of infections among whites since that time; new infections have remained
stable in recent years.

A recent analysis of 1999-2006 data from a national household survey found that 2% of Blacks in the
U.S. (among those ages 18-49) were HIV positive, significantly higher than whites (0.23%). Also, the
prevalence of HIV was higher among Black men (2.64%) than Black women (1.49%).

At some point in their lifetimes, 1 in 16 Black men will be diagnosed with HIV infection, as will 1 in 32
Black women.



From 2005-2008, the rate of HIV diagnoses among Blacks increased from 68 per 100,000 persons to
74 per 100,000. This increase reflects the largest increase in rates of HIV diagnoses by race or
ethnicity.

Of all Black men living with HIV/AIDS, the primary transmission category was sexual contact with
other men, followed by injection drug use and high risk heterosexual contact.

Of all Black women living with HIV/AIDS, the primary transmission category was high risk
heterosexual contact, followed by injection drug use.

Of the estimated 141 infants perinatally infected with HIV, 91 (65%) were Black (CDC, HIV/AIDS
Reporting System, unpublished data, December 2006).

There are approximately 1.1 million people living with HIV/AIDS in the U.S, including more than
500,000 who are Black.

If you didn’t know, now you do!

National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day:
Get educated! Get tested! Get involved! Get treated!

For more information, log onto www.blackaidsday.org.
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http://www.blackaidsday.org/
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